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The Purpose Of A Research Paper

A structured way of sharing with other researchers
important information about a problem and how the

team went about learning about that problem or
tested a new way to overcome that problem

* Very rarely would a paper stand alone, most papers build
on others work before them

« Each paper is part of a larger conversation about a topic

By reading these papers you be part of the conversation by
learning about research that came before you



Sections Of A Research Paper

Abstract: Short summary of the work: why, how, what was
found and why it matters

Introduction: Setting the scene to build to the research
guestion being investigated in the study

Methods: What was done, most technical section

Results: What the authors found, both in words, tables and
figures

Discussion: Answer to the question the researchers asked
and explains how the results support the conclusions
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How To Read A Research Paper

* Lots of approaches
 Because it is not start to finish

My approach:

Read the abstract...

1. Read the last paragraph of the introduction (research question)

2. Read the first paragraph introduction, gives you some
perspective on the big picture the authors were going for

3. Read last paragraph of discussion, how adre they positioning
what the found in relation to big picture

4. Read first paragraph of discussion to get summary of findings

5. Skim over the paper if | want to deep read



Phrase To Look For To Help

« We hypothesis... or The aim of the study... -> what the
researchers looked at

- Explores/tested the efficacy.. -> how well something (e.g.,
new treatment) works

- Statistically significant.. -> meaningful change or
difference that was unlike to happen due to chance
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Questions To Help You Read Research Papers

- Is it clear why the researchers did the study?

- Do the hypothesis/study aims match the conclusions?

- Does the data support the conclusions?

* Are the claims being made in the discussion believable?

- Is there anything that is unclear to me



Patient-Centric CER Research Paper Questions

- What was the intervention and who/what was that
compared to?

- Were patients or caregivers involved in the design?

« Was there anything the researchers could have done
differently to make their study more patient-focused/
centered?
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